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The Fire Inside

Sandie Whittington
cw |

CCWP, you are the light
which shines inside
these dark places,

providingemotional support

to survivors like me. Thank

you for everything you
do.

Shachie Day

giving all women

hope.  Advocating CCWF
and bemg the link CCWD .
to humanity. In love freedom y

& solidarity, Keep speech for me.

Shining! When I was

introduced

to CCWP and

learned about the

CCWF | \ o advocacy they do,

: I felt we were not

CCWP. means o‘ alone, that people

Collectively Creating 74 o really  cared.  that
Wonderful — Power.  This J - y :

‘ A qe we were not judged.
c‘\ CCWP opened the door
e for all the organizations that
now advocate for us. I thank
and appreciate EVERYONE that I met
through CCWP, who helped us all, and who are
still helping. It inspires me to do the same, and I'm
waiting for the day that I will be able to. Thank you
guys for all your support. Lots of love.

&’
organizationhaschampioned
our community for years. (1) f C oll
They understand the struggle, get
in the trenches with us, and help create
pathways of justice. Their compassion for us
shows in every email, letter and visit. Our voices
matter to them, and even when they're exhausted,
they continue to fight for us. Thank you all for all

you do!
Wendy Fong Nataly Marinero
CCWF | San Salvador, El Salvador

CCWP is a huge support in my life. I'm grateful for = CCWP means everything to me. Family, love and
all of the efforts in fighting for incarcerated people's  support, a family who I can trust. I thank God for
rights. This organization gives hope to those on the  my family in the USA. Even though I am very far
road to liberation. CCWP has helped me personally  from you physically, I want you to know that I keep
time and again by providing updated informationon  you in the deepest part of my heart.

laws and policy changes. They have stood by us who

have suffered.from ungthic?al treatment. CCWP is: a "Celebrate Our Legacy, Fortify Our Future"
great networking organization who collaborates with CCWP 30th Anniversary Art by Jessica fiang

others in the fight for rehabilitation and freedom while



CIW CGal State LA Graduation

On Oct. 3, 2025, 23 incarcerated women
at the California Institution for Women life,” said graduate Leticia
(CIW) received bachelor’s
degrees through Cal State
LA’s Prison Graduation
Initiative  (PGI), the
first women’s cohort
to graduate from the
state’s only in-person
prison bachelor’s degree
program.

The milestone
highlights the persistent
challenges and disparities
in access to higher

“This is the biggest accomplishment of my

Montoya, who served
as a student speaker
during the ceremony,
which coincided with
her 48th birthday. “I
didn’t graduate high
school; I got a GED.
I thought that’s it for
me. Higher education
was never in the plan;
it wasn’t valued in my
household.” Montoya
was one of 23 students
who completed their

education for incarcerated women as PGl accelerates ~ Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Studies in just five
efforts to dismantle systemic barriers in the criminal ~ consecutive terms, one of the fastest graduation

justice system.

Pictured: Oct. 2025 Prison Graduation Initiative graduation
ceremony at CIW. Photo by |. Emilio Flores/Cal State LA

timelines in the country, according to PGI staff.

CCWP Inside-Outside
Reading Group Update:
Fiction in the New Year!

Adobe
Books for
California

Join CCWP's Inside-Outside Reading Prisoners

Group! CCWP members started a reading
group in 2025 aimed at building community
and collective political education to
complement CCWP's organizing efforts. So
far, we have read two nonfiction books. We
are currently planning our first fiction book
read. We'll provide inside members with the
book and guiding questions, but reading
and reflection are done through independent
study. These reflections are gathered and
shared with outside members. Reflections
from outside members are then summarized
and sent to inside members. We'd love to
hear your ideas and suggestions. A letter
of completion will be provided for inside
members of the reading group.

If interested, please reach out to your

ATTN: Book Group, 4400 Market St.,
Oakland, CA 94608

Adobe Books to Prisoners program sends

free books to incarcerated individuals in

California prisons. Send us your requests

including the type/genre of books you

are interested in such as philosophy,

fantasy. horror, sci- fi, american history,
OR the Authors or Titles.

PLEASE INCLUDE:Your name & CDCR
number, Prison Name & Housing Unit,
Street/ POB, City, Zip code
Send Requests To: Adobe Books to
Prisoners Project, 3130 24th St., SE, CA

Writing Warrior or write to us: CCWP— 94110

Assata Shakur
Rememb}érgd

photo of Black revolutionary Assata

Shakur holding a CCWP t-shirt
emblazoned with The Fire Inside, which
was given to her by Dorsey Nunn, Director
of Legal Services for Prisoners with
Children, when he visited Cuba. Assata was
criminalized for her political activism with
the Black Panther Party and Black Liberation
Army and escaped from a US prison in
1979. In 1984, she was granted asylum in
Cuba, where she lived until her death on
September 25, 2025. She was 78 years old.
Assata’s life and activism underscores the
central work of CCWP: that prisons prey on
marginalized people and that criminalized
people are leaders in the movement to end
incarceration and state violence. Like CCWP,
Assata recognized the specific violence that
people in women’s prisons face and that our
freedom is interconnected. As she wrote in
an essay titled, Women In Prison: How It Is
With Us: “Women can never be free in a country
that is not free. We can never be liberated in a
country where the institutions that control our
lives are oppressive... Let us rebuild the culture
of giving and carry on the tradition of fierce
determination to move on closer to freedom.”

In Fire Inside #6 (Dec. 1997), there is a

We honor the life and memory of Assata by
struggling until every prison is closed and
all our people are free.

California Coalition for Women Prisoners

UPDATE: Release Our
Elders Campaign

Thank you to

everyone  who sent

in documentation

of health and living

conditions for elders

in CIW and CCWF

and about necessary

supports for reentry. A

huge thank you to those

advocates working at

CCWFEF & CIW gathering

more information

about conditions for

incarcerated elders

(everyone 50 years and

older), and helping to

document the need

for better health and safety conditions now, while
working for decarceration. Next steps will include
how to reach out to state legislators and community
organizations to hold CDCr and BPH accountable for
minimal elder parole release, for poor health care and
living conditions.

Poetry from
Diana Martinez Umana
|

When | speak with you, | get a little taste of home.
The “raza” comforts us both in a way | have longed for.
| see all your hopes, dreams and struggles.
| know the way you feel about being in
a place where you don'’t belong.

I have felt this way too.

II.
Home has become such a faraway place. |
have crossed seas, mountains and oceans.
| came to a foreign place | never imagined | would be.
| brought with me the strength of a hurricane.
The kindness and gratitude | carry fills
me with so much love and hope.
It makes me feel | matter.
It makes me feel that WE matter:
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La esperanza
esun
compromiso

steoctubre, CCWP celebr6

30 afios de organizacion
en las carceles de mujeres de
California. Para conmemorar
este hito, CCWP invité a la Dra.
Angela Davis y a la Reverenda
Deborah Lee (Reverenda Deb),
del Movimiento Interreligioso
por la Integridad Humana, a una

charla moderada por Romarilyn
Ralston, miembro de CCWP. Esta
eminente conversaciéon abordé
la importancia de alimentar
la esperanza, trabajar por la
abolicion y la interconexiéon de
nuestras luchas.

Otro momento destacado
de la velada fue la oportunidad
de dar la bienvenida a docenas
de nuestros hermanxs que
estuvieron encarcelados en todo
el estado. Mary Shields, una

de las madres fundadoras de
CCWP, estuvo presente y ofrecié
hermosas palabras en honor a
su amiga y hermana, Charisse
"Happy" Shumate, también
madre fundadora de CCWP.
Mary compartié6 que Charisse
sabia que no volveria a casa
debido a su anemia falciforme
y al maltrato médico deliberado
que recibié en represalia por su
liderazgo en prisiéon. Aun asi,
luché para que Mary y otros
obtuvieron su libertad.

El evento del 11 de octubre
conmemord el legado
de Charisse y todo lo
que CCWP ha logrado
en conjunto, ademds
de ser un recordatorio
del trabajo necesario
que queda por delante.
Nos conmovio
profundamente esta cita
del Dr. Davis: «CCWP
sabe como combinar
eficazmente la atencion
a la situacién inmediata
con las mejores
soluciones posibles a
largo plazo. Esta es
una leccién importante
para todos los que
queremos asegurar que
la aboliciébn se tome
en serio y se aborde
estratégicamente». El enfoque
estratégico de CCWP hacia la
abolicién se basa en la rendicién
de cuentas a la comunidad
dentro de las prisiones, el didlogo
colectivo continuo entre nuestros
miembros, tanto internos como
externos, y el compromiso con
un cambio concreto y tangible
en el presente, que constituye un
pilar fundamental para el futuro
desmantelamiento del complejo
industrial penitenciario.

Otro tema de la velada es que
la esperanza es mucho mas que un
sentimiento. Es un compromiso,
una prdctica colectiva y una
disciplina, en palabras de la
educadora y  organizadora
Mariame Kaba. Las ultimas
tres décadas de CCWP y todos
nuestros miembros, dentro y
fuera de la organizacién, pasados
y presentes, son un reflejo de esta
esperanza activa e intencional.
Esta esperanza intencional es el
contexto por el que CCWP trabaja
para cerrar tanto las cérceles de
mujeres de California como los
centros de detencién de ICE y los
sistemas carcelarios globales.

Durante el panel principal,
la Reverenda Deb sefialé que la
inmigracién es solo la punta del
iceberg. Es necesario trabajar
mas alld de barreras y fronteras,
guiados porla firmeafirmacién de
que "iNadie es ilegal!". Nuestras
demandas de jFuera el hielo de
California!, #ElCierreEsPosible y
#LaLibertadEsNecesaria no son
lemas vacios. Estas campanas
encarnan nuestro compromiso
con el cuidado colectivo en una
sociedad que busca separarnos.

Esperamos que disfrutes
del resto de este boletin,
reafirmando el compromiso de
CCWP de trabajar por un futuro
abolicionista. Este trabajo s6lo
es posible con todos nosotros.

Al llegar al final de 2025, nos
fortalece la increible comunidad
que hemos construido més alla
de las fronteras de prisiones,
cérceles, centros de detencién y
estados-nacion.

Con profundo aprecio, amor
y respeto por todos aquellos
que viven tras las rejas y por
todos aquellos que luchan por la
abolicion.

The Fire Inside

Hopeisa
commitment

his  October, CCWP

celebrated 30 years of
organizing across the walls of
California women’s prisons.
To mark this milestone, CCWP
invited Dr. Angela Davis and
Reverend Deborah Lee (Rev.
Deb) of Interfaith Movement for
Human Integrity to join a talk
moderated by CCWP member
RomarilynRalston. Thisluminary
conversation touched upon the
importance of nourishing hope,
working towards abolition, and
the interconnectedness of our
struggles.

Another highlight of the
evening was the opportunity
to welcome dozens of our
formerly incarcerated siblings
from throughout the state. Mary
Shields, one of CCWP’s founding
mothers, was present and
offered beautiful words in honor
of her friend and sister CCWP
founding  mother  Charisse
“Happy” Shumate. Mary shared
that Charisse knew she would
not make it home because of
her sickle cell disease and the
deliberate medical mistreatment
she received in retaliation for her
leadership inside. Yet she still
fought for Mary and others to
win their freedom.

The October 11 event was a
commemoration of Charisse's
legacy and of all that CCWP
has accomplished together,
as well as a reminder of the
necessary work that lies ahead.
We were humbled by this quote
from Dr. Davis: “CCWP knows
how to effectively combine

AN

attentiveness to the immediate
situation with the best possible
long term solutions. This is an
important lesson to all of us who
want to ensure that abolition is
taken seriously, that abolition
is strategically approached..”
CCWP’s  strategic  approach
to abolition is fueled by
accountability to the community
inside prisons, ongoing collective
discussion among our inside
and outside members and a
commitment to concrete, material
change in the present that is a
building block for the
future dismantling of
the prison industrial

complex.
Another resonant
theme throughout

the evening is that
hope is much more
than a ‘feeling’. It
is a commitment, a
collective practice, and
a “discipline” in the
words of educator and
organizer Mariame
Kaba. CCWP’s last
3 decades and all of
our members inside
and outside, past
and present, are a
reflection of this active,
intentional hope.
Intentional hope is the
context for why CCWP
works to close both CA
women’s prisons and also ICE
detention and global carceral
systems.

During the keynote panel
Rev. Deb noted that immigration
is just the tip of the iceberg. It
is necessary to work beyond
bars and borders, guided by
a deep affirmation that, “No
one is illegal!" Our demands

California Coalition for Women Prisoners

of ICE OUT of California!l,
#ClosurelsPossible, and
#FreedomlIsNecessary are not
empty slogans. These campaigns
embody our commitment to
collective care in a society that
seeks to separate us from one
another.

We hope you enjoy the rest
of the issue, affirming CCWP’s
commitment to work towards
an abolitionist future. This work
is not possible without all of us.
As we reach the end of 2025,
we are strengthened by the

incredible community we have
built across the walls/borders of
prisons, jails, detention centers,
and nation-states. With deep
appreciation, love and respect
for all those who live behind
bars, and all those who work for
abolition.



LEGAL UPDATES

AB 1071 (Asm.Ash Kalra)
Racial Justice Act (RJA)

This law amends and strength-
ens the original 2020 RJA by
providing new procedures,
guaranteeing legal represen-
tation and access to data to
expose systemic racial bias in
the criminal justice system. It
also makes the RJA retroactive,
to apply to cases that were re-
solved prior to the 2020 bill.

AB 1261 (Asm.Mia Bonta)
Signed into law, effective on

January 1, 2026, will expand
access to legal counsel, sub-
ject to the availability of funding,
to every immigrant youth in
California facing deportation
in immigration court without
a lawyer. 84+ organizations,
including CCWP, signed on to
a letter urging Governor New-
som to sign the bill. THANK
YOU to Asm. Mia Bonta's of-
fice for championing AB 1261
and Assemblymembers Agu-
iar-Curry, Carrillo, Garcia, M.
Gonzalez, Ortega, C. Rodri-

WORKER SAFETY IN PRISON

Legal Aid at Work (LAAW)
provides free legal services and
advocates for policy changes
to fight injustice and systemic
barriers to equity for low wage
workers. LAAW’s Disability &
Health Justice Program com-
bats ableism in the workplace
and unsafe work conditions
for low-paid workers. We are
currently investigating ways to
advocate with and for incarcer-
ated workers. We would like to
hear from incarcerated work-
ers who have been exposed to
dangerous work conditions
that impact their health.

1) Have you had to work in
extreme heat conditions while
on your work assignment? If
so, have you gotten injured or
sick from that exposure?

2) Have you been exposed

..................................... . CORRECT’ONTO F’ #76

to poor air quality (including
smoke from wildfires) while
working outside? If so, have
you gotten injured or sick from
that exposure?

3) Have you gotten sick
from working outside, includ-
ing getting Valley Fever and/or
illnesses from bug bites?

4) Have you had to work
with toxic chemicals, bodily
fluids, dust, mold, and/or other
hazardous materials without
proper training or protective
gear? If so, have you gotten
injured or sick from that expo-
sure?

5) Have you been forced to
do work that is especially dif-
ficult because of a disability, or
have you been forced to work
when you are sick? Have you
faced retaliation, including loss

guez and Solache for co-au-
thoring the bill.

AB 247 (Asm. Isaac Bryan)
This law raises the pay for in-
carcerated firefighters by 700%
to the federal minimum wage,
$7.25/hour during active fires,
and requires annual rate up-
dates. During the LA fires, in-
carcerated firefighters risked
their lives battling the Eaton
and Palisades fires, working
24-hour shifts for just one dol-
lar an hour.

of privileges or isolation, when
you have tried to take time off
because of illness or disability?

If the answer is YES to any of
the questions, please reach
out to us:

LAAW Disability & Health Jus-
tice Program, 180 Montgomery
St, Suite 600, SF, CA 94104-
4244; (415) 864-8848; https://
legalaidatwork.org/

Cover Art for the Know Your Reproductive Rights booklet should have been credited to: Maite VVal-

lace. Maite, apologies and thank you for your work! This great guide is now available.
Send your request to: CCWP- ATTN: Know Your Repro. Rts,4400 Market St. Oakland, 94608

The Fire Inside

An ICE Hold - A Family’s Nightmare

by Diana Martinez Umana, CIW

am 28 years old and

have lived in the US

since 2006. My father

came to this country
years ago, became a US citizen
and brought me and my family
here legally. My father worked
hard to create a life for his fam-
ily.

On Dec. 12, 2022 I was ar-
rested after a car collision and
was sentenced to 18 years in
prison. When I got to Chow-
chilla, I was informed that an
“immigration hold” was auto-
matically issued by ICE. This
means that after I serve my state
time I will not be released, but

transferred into ICE custody
and possibly be deported. ICE
holds have a huge impact:

e Family Separation: After
the stress of prison separa-
tion, then there is the ab-
sence due to ICE detention.

* Traumatic Detention: ICE
detention can worsen phys-
ical and mental health due
to stressful and inhumane
conditions.

* Lingering Trauma: Fear of
deportation leaves lasting
psychological effects.

* Economic Instability: Le-
gal fees and loss of income

due to inability to work, de-
pletes family savings.

* Climate of Fear: Me, my
family and whole com-
munities now live with in-
creased fear and distrust
of all law enforcement. ICE
agents tend to have really
aggressive enforcement
tactics, making immigrants
less likely to cooperate with
local authorities.

Ice detainers have a profound

impact on individuals and fam-

ilies, disrupting lives, inflicting
lasting trauma and creating fear
in the community.

IMMIGRANT DEFENSE UPDATES

n FI #76, we reported on some of our

community members in ICE deten- = J ‘ ,-

tion. Both JJ Lopez-Roldan and Ur-
sula Gomez were deported to Mexi-

co. It was not the result they had worked
for, but a better result than continuing
in ICE detention OR being deported to a
“third party nation” ( like Uganda) where
they knew no one. JJ is connecting with
family, settling into a new job and home.
Urs is catching up with family. Ana Alva-
renga remains in ICE detention in Aurora,
CO, still fighting appeals of her asylum
and T-Visa as a survivor of human traf-
ficking. Ana is going on two years of ICE
detention after 12 years in CDCr! Finally,
Marisela Andrade had her asylum appeal
court date delayed until 2029! CCWP
sends love, respect and strength to all of
our community members in ICE deten-
tion and all fighting against deportation.

California Coalition for Women Prisoners

Top photo, left to
right: || Lopez-Roldan,
Michelle Pacheco,
and Ursula Gomez

"Love over Fear"
illustration. Credit:
Interfaith Movement
for Human Integrity
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30 Years Strong

As we celebrated 30 years of work as an organization, we reached out to our members, across the

walls, to hear what CCWP means to them.

hirty years. Three decades of unwavering

commitment, fierce advocacy, and revolutionary
organizing that has transcended concrete walls
and barbed wire to touch hearts and transform
lives across this nation. Through CCWP's inclusive
organizing, you've made me feel seen and heard from
1,200 miles away. You've helped me understand that
our struggles in women's prisons are eerily familiar,
as if the oppressors are all working from the same
cruel, violent script. The medical neglect, family
separation tactics, and dehumanizing conditions in
California mirror what we face in Texas. But so too

is our resistance, our resilience, and our refusal to be
broken. Your legacy is not confined to California's
borders; it lives in every letter I write to legislators,
every woman I mentor, every moment I refuse to
let this system define my worth. You have shown
us that organizing across prison walls is not just
possible, but powerful. Keep doing what you're
doing, because somewhere in Texas, and in prisons
across this nation, we are watching, learning, and
following your revolutionary lead. In solidarity and

celebration.
Kwaneta Harris

Celebrate Our Legacy, Fortify Our Future

The Fire Inside

Mimi’s cross stitch pieces.

CWP has impacted my life by reaching into the
system and showing I am not forgotten. Asking me
questions about what is going on in here and really trying
different ways to improve our conditions, making it safer.
Mimi Le,

CCWF

lienation, dehumanization, and incarceration?
Sheesh say that three times fast, lol. I thank all of the
volunteers for their advocacy on the behalf of incarcerated
people and our loved ones. Thank you for the time and
effort you put into caring for society's throwaways. While
we are sometimes deeply flawed, we are still very human.
Through their meaningful acts of solidarity and tireless
advocacy, CCWP has proven that they are serious about
protecting the dignity of incarcerated people. I owe CCWP
a huge debt of gratitude for reminding me that I matter.
LaTasha Brown,
crw

CWP volunteers are amazing!! There is no doubt that

you are essential to bringing change to the system.
You give so much of yourselves, please know it is noticed
and means so much! I am thankful for every single one of
you and can't wait to join you in this fight!

Canesha Sinclair,
CCWF

CWP has always been there for me. I became aware
of them in 2013 and they helped me attain release in
2018. They went above and beyond to help me file for a
commutation to the Governor. I've been so blessed to have
CCWP in my life, guiding me down the road to freedom.

Nora Bonnaudet,
ciw

California Coalition for Women Prisoners

CCWP Founder Charisse
"Happy" Shumate

1996

The Fire Inside
newsletter prints
first issue.

Incarcerated women
testifying at the
legislative hearings.

2003 - 2011

Free Battered Women
works in partnership with
CCWP to advocate for
bringing survivors home.

2007

CCWP initiates and
facilitates the Coalition for
Accountable Healthcare
to demand intervention
from the federal receiver
appointed through

Plata v. Schwarzenegger
to take over CDCR’s
healthcare which was
ruled unconstitutional.
The Coalition worked

to further expose the
crisis, including targeting
the Receiver for failing
to attend to the crisis.

1995
People inside CA
women’s prisons

launch lawsuit against
CDCr re: medical
neglect (Shumate v.
Wilson) and CCWP is
founded as an inside/
outside organizing
effort to support; legal
visiting team forms.

2000

Incarcerated people
testify at Valley State
Prison for Women (VSPW)
and California Institution
for Women (CIW) to
elected officials at
legislative hearing about
inadequate healthcare.

2004 - 2006
CCWP Companieras
project focuses on
issues facing immigrant
women through
visiting, advocacy, and
bilingual resources.

Charisse Shumate—
Fighting for Our Lives
film first released
documenting one

of CCWP’s founding
members and early
years of CCWP.

Clip from Fighting
for Our Lives Film
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Continued from p. 9

have been incarcerated for 18 years, serving a

15 to Life sentence. CCWP means a voice for
many of us who have been silenced by the criminal
system. CCWP hears our pleas and fights for us to
be heard, freed, and to close these prisons down.
CCWP heard me, believed in me, and was there
for me. CCWP is important to those of us behind

these walls. .
Ana Cedillo,

crw

I arrived at CCWF on April 26, 2006 with a

sentence of 81 years to Life. My thoughts were
scattered. Hope was nowhere near them. Then
my friend told me about the California Coalition
for Women Prisoners. Soon, I was visited by a
very strong, compassionate, courageous woman
who looked upon me without judgment. She
helped me see that I could still have hope. We
are not throwaways. Thank you for passing laws,
protesting, and gathering statistics that give us
a chance to better ourselves for our release. The
hours spent, the hope you bring. Thank you

CCWP Fighters!
Valerie Juarez,

crw

I am eternally grateful for your support and
encouragement while I live in this chaotic
place/prison. Gail, you are an amazing woman.
Thank you for trusting me, for your time and
listening. CCWP, thank you so much for standing
in solidarity with me. Your wunconditional
generosity through letter writing, for treating me
like an equal. Let’s keep this fight going.
Holli “Twinn” Wrice,
FCI Waseca

CWP has dramatically changed my life
because of their unfailing support. This has
made me feel acknowledged and heard for the first
time in my life, which became the catalyst for my

h .
chahge Suzanne Amelia Carlson,

ciw

ords cannot express the gratitude I feel

for all the hard work and change you've
brought into the women's prisons. Without you
being present I felt so hopeless, but with you by
my side, YOU gave me hope. Thank you for all
the years you have been supporting and fighting
for me. Especially at times when I have been
down, you were there to uplift me. Thank you
for believing in me and believing that I deserve a

second chance.
Arlene Dugmore,

Now Free

hank you CCWP for being such relentless,
dedicated advocates; for being a voice when
ours is ignored. There are countless times when 1
don't feel "worth it,” or that "no one cares." You let
me know that's not true. Thank you for hearing
us. Thank you for showing us we ARE worth it.

Thank you for caring!
Jessicah Cowan,

crw

here are no words to express the gratitude I

feel for the CCWP volunteers! The dedication
you have to fight for and support us on the inside
is invaluable. You have given me hope when I
didn't have any and have helped me look forward
to the possibility of a better tomorrow. The work
you all do is amazing! Thank you for all you do.
With gratitude and unwavering love.

Ursula Gomez,
Now free in Mexico

hroughout the many, many years I have
been involved with the CCWP, they have
encouraged me in many ways. They have
supported and encouraged me to use my voice,
use outlets to defy the odds of prison, and to uplift
me when no one else would listen. To CCWP, I am

forever grateful.
April Harris,
ciw

The Fire Inside

wasn’t always involved with what was important.

I began to take notice when I saw Kelly around and
seeing the support she would bring back to all those
still incarcerated—the support with policy, board prep.
Kelly Savage helped with my board prep, validated my
fears while encouraging me to move forward. Then there
was Annie. Annie has been heaven sent, a champ and a
cheerleader, encouraging me for the future. Continue the
great work. With much gratitude.

Maria Alaniz,
crw

will always celebrate CCWP as a wonderful

organization of Angels. You have been a blessing in
my life and many other women in California prisons. I
will celebrate from my heart for all you do. Thank you,
Jane and Stephanie, God bless you all.

Sandi Nieves,
ciw

CWP volunteers have been keeping me informed

since 2015. Contact with people that care about me
has helped me come out of my shell and share my story.
As an LWOP, they hold hope for me when I am unable to
have it for myself. CCWP never gives up!

Monica McCarrick,
ciw

hank you to all at CCWP. It is comforting to know

that we have you in our corner. I am so grateful to all
the help that you have given us over the years, especially
during the Covid outbreak. From the bottom of my heart,
thank you for everything you do!

Kinzie Noordman,
crw

want to thank CCWP so much for the good work they
are doing. God's richest blessings to you all and thank

you again for your support during the darkest time of my

life.
Jean Therese Brown,
FCI Tallahassee (formerly at FCI Dublin)

Continued on p.13
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2013 Chowchilla
Freedom Rally
Credit: Wanda Sabir

2014

CCWP joins coalition
to oppose opening
of private GEO-run
women’s prison

in McFarland.

2015

Health & Wellness Fair
at CCWF, which served
nearly 1,000 people.

2015

CCWP Los Angeles
chapter is formed and
greatly expands by 2016.

2016

FireStorm (later
called Cross Bars

& Borders)—an
international solidarity
project—is launched
to support Palestinian
women prisoners

and prisoners in
other countries
resisting global
carceral systems.

2007

Organized a

statewide protest,

the “Community
Caravan to Chowchilla
Women's Prisons”,

with the Coalition for
Accountable Healthcare.
The caravan culminated
in a protest at VSPW and
CCWEF to expose deadly
medical conditions.

2013

Chowchilla Freedom
Rally brings hundreds
out to protest
overcrowding at CCWF
as Valley State Prison
for Women becomes
a prison designated
for men and mass
transfers take place.

2014

CIW suicide crisis
exposed, leading to a
campaign that includes
direct support/collective
care for people inside
and their families

and policy change.

Credit: Laura Whitehorn

2018

CCWP helps form the
Pardon and Commutation
Coalition (now the
Clemency Coalition)
alongside our partners
on AB 2845 to build

a prolonged strategy

to increase pardons

and commutations.
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Nathan Osborne,
(R) with friends Leesa (L) and
Diana (C). After 44 years,
Nathan now walks in freedom

Sandra Deanda,
Sandra (L) with CCWP
member Di Sands. Sandra came
home August 31, 2025.

Michelle West,
was released from FCI Waseca on
Feb. 17 2025, after she was granted
clemency by President Biden in
January. Michelle joined us at
the CCWP 30th Anniversary!

risons

Assata
Olugbala Shakur

July 16, 1947- Sept. 25, 2025

Much loved and respected worldwide,
a former member of the Black Panther
Party and the Black Liberation Army, As-
sata had been living in exile in Cuba for
over 40 years. “It s our duty to fight for our
Jreedom. 1t is our duty to win. We must love each
other and support each other. We have nothing to
lose but our chains.” Assata Presente!!

Phoebe Vanderhorst
Oct. 17, 2025

Phoebe was a member of the CCWP
community for many years, part of our
visiting teams and more . She had been ill
and not able to go out much over the past
five or six years. She knew the end was
near but was unapologetically her usual
outspoken and humorous self! Presente!

WY

Linda G. Achterberg
2/4/1963-10/6/2025

&

Linda Achterberg
Feb. 4, 1963 - Oct. 6, 2025
Linda served time at VSPW and CIW
and worked at Cross Roads. She is a be-

loved friend and mentor, helping many to
come home.

The Fire Inside

Oct. 25, 2025: CCWP members at CIW for Interfaith Movement 4 Human Integrity

Pilgrimage.

Continued from p.11

CWP has impacted my life tremendously. If not for the
Cvolunteers and their diligence to extend any support,
I would not be in court right now seeking relief. If not for
the voice of CCWP, I would not have been heard by the
Governor's Office about programs and restorative justice
options and possibilities. Thank You CCWP!!

Betty Martinez,
CCWF

ear CCWP Volunteers Who Give So Much For Us, I
would like to express my extreme gratitude for the
kindness, care, consideration, and compassion that you
have given us over the years. It takes a special kind of
person to do the work that you do. Your lives will be truly
blessed, I know mine is because of you. Thank you again for

everything. Much love. Erica Olson
S

CCWF

he warriors at CCWP are dedicated, caring people who

are always there. Sometimes I just need a kind ear to
listen, and I know that my contact will be there. All the
wonderful advocates at CCWP fight to make sure our lives
behind these walls are humane, safe, and most importantly,
that we never lose hope for freedom. My appreciation and
gratitude for all of you comes from my heart.

MaLinda (Mindy) Jones,
ciw

Continued on p.14
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2018

Drop LWOP statewide
coalition forms with
CCWP as an anchor,

launching with a
powerful rally in
Sacramento uniting
groups and families
advocating for
commutations and an
end to life without the
possibility of parole.

2020

Joins ICE Out of CA and
builds advocacy for
incarcerated immigrants
and refugees.

Drop LWOP Delegation

2020

COVID-19 crisis hits and
CCWP’s advocacy goes
into rapid response mode
to mitigate dangerous
conditions and push for
emergency releases.
Writing Warriors
correspondence/
advocacy program is
created while in-person
visiting is shut down in
order to maintain and
expand our connection
to people inside.

2021

CCWP Parole Support
Team forms as a

new program.

Credit: Jessica Jiang

Drop LWOP 2018 Rally

2019

CCWP partners with
University of California
staff to form the UC
Sentencing Project,
which subsequently was
awarded a major grant
to research the effects
of long term sentencing
on individuals housed in
women’s prisons in CA.

2020

Drop LWOP hosts rally
and lobby day with
hundreds of people in
Sacramento to challenge
extreme sentencing.
Many of the speakers
and organizers present
are people who have
come home from LWOP
sentences due to our
collective advocacy.

2020

Fire on the Outside
Support Group launched
for formerly incarcerated
CCWP members.

2021

Historic victory won

as survivors of forced
sterilization win
reparations and formal
acknowledgement

of systemic harm

they endured.

2021

CCWP celebrates 25th
anniversary a year late
and virtually due to the
COVID-19 pandemic,
with Mariame Kaba as
our keynote speaker.
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may have family and friends who keep in touch and

support me emotionally and financially, but there's
nothing like having CCWP volunteers by my side who
actually understand how the justice system and the
advocacy process work. No matter how hopeless or drawn
out this process of freedom may seem, you make me feel
like I am not fighting this battle alone. I am thankful for all

that you do. Aimee Gana,

ciw

feel very blessed to have this protection from CCWP.
Sometimes I feel powerless for not knowing the law,
so I am very grateful to the effort you all put in to make
understanding the law and other important matters

available for me. .
Glendelia Faz,

FCI Phoenix (formerly at FCI Dublin)

CWP is amazing. CCWP, Ms. Gail, and the group of

ladies, do not ask how long it will take to assist, but
let you know that we WILL assist and we will be here no
matter how long it takes to try to obtain justice and freedom
for all. I don't know where I would be if I had never been
invited into their family. It's more than an organization, it's
a family for all of us ladies that are on the inside and for
those of us that were fortunate enough to go home and still

assist CCWP in their mission.
Priscilla A. Ellis,
U.S. Army Veteran, FCI Waseca

have been through hell, lost my appeals and had given

up on ever getting out until one day my friend Jessica
Kent told me "I know a lady named Gail with the CCWP”.
Gail introduced me to Kendra Drysdale. The compassion
both of these women have shown me gives me courage and
faith that things can change and that there are people out
there fighting for us and trying to do all they can to make
the wrongs in our justice system right, one letter at a time,
one email, one phone call. I will keep fighting until I am out
there fighting alongside you both, trying to do my part to
stop this madness happening right here in the "land of the

free."
Melissa “Missy” Veatch,
FCI Danbury

2022

Racial Justice Act for
All signed into law with
CCWP as co-sponsoring
organization, first of

its kind legislation
allowing incarcerated
people to fight racism
in their cases.

2023

CCWP and eight
incarcerated
survivors brought
an historical first
class action lawsuit
against the Bureau
of Prisons to stop
sexual abuse and
retaliation by staff
at the federal
women's prison

in Dublin CA.

2024 - 2025
Survivor Quilts are
created honoring
survivors of forced
sterilization and CCWP
brings them into CCWF
to be shared. CCWP
debuted "Together
we Rise, Together we
Heal" and other quilts
honoring survivors

of forced sterilization
of California women
prisoners, at an event
and exhibition in San
Francisco General
Hospital Pride Hall.

2025

Lawsuit with CCWP as
organizational plaintiff
filed against an

OB-GYN and CDCr for
years of abusive medical
practice at CIW.

2022

CCWP co-founds the
Dublin Prison Solidarity
Coalition after visiting
FCI Dublin with
movement attorneys
and uncovering rampant
staff sexual abuse.

2023

CCWP joins with
other social justice
organizations to
launch the Closure Is
Possible, Freedom Is
Necessary campaign
demanding and
working toward the
closure of California’s
two remaining state
women’s prisons.

Credit: Survivor's Quilt

2025

CCWP joined with DPSC
and others to launch
the ICE out of Dublin
movement, protesting
the possible conversion
of the federal women's
prison (closed in 2024
in the wake of its sex
abuse scandal) to an
ICE detention center.

THE WORK CONTINUES

Next Fire Inside Issue

The next issue of The Fire Inside, #78, will focus
on the work being done to RELEASE ALL OF
OUR ELDERS!, as part of the #ClosurelsPossible,
# FreedomIsNecessary campaign. Please send us

your artwork, poetry, articles related to building

this campaign to release all 740 elders (50
years and older) at CIW and CCWF. YES, IT IS
POSSIBLE!! 2026 also marks the 30th year of publication of this newsletter. We are planning
a special issue in 2026— with input from all of you— to reflect on the impact of the Fire Inside

gt Aldjia, HE ot s badenl divd i et s PP

newsletter over these 30 years of documenting, advocating and campaigning, and your

thoughts on what we should be doing going forward.

E L e A AT A AT AR
U R R T e AT

Please send us your articles, poetry, graphic art about the importantance of releasing our elders to be featured in
the next issue of The Fire Inside (#78).

We will not use your name unless you check the box below:
O | want my name to appear in the newsletter

Name:

Mail to:

W 1 would like to get the next issue of The Fire Inside

Yes, | want to support folks in women’s prisons!
O Please contact me to volunteer

O Enclosedismy$ contribution to help send a newsletter subscription to a person in women’s prison

Name:

Phone:

Email:

Please make checks payable to: CCWPE/LSPC, 4400 Market St., Oakland, CA 94608
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